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Lord Linlithgow's letter to Gandhiji dated Simla,
July 10:

"I duly conveyed your letter of July 3 and your appeal
to His Majesty's Government. I have now heard from them
that with every appreciation of your motives they do not
feel that the policy which you advocate is one which it is
possible for them to consider, since in common with the
whole empire they are firmly resolved to prosecute the war
to a victorious conclusion."
Harijan, 21-7-1940
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UNREPENTANT

By writing that cAppeal to Every Briton' I have invited
upon my head an extra load of work which without God's
help I would be ill able to bear. If it is His will that I should
shoulder it, He will give me the strength to carry on.

When I decided to confine myself mostly to writing
in Gujarati or Hindustani, I had no notion that I would
have to write the appeal. It came to me like a flash, and the
courage to write it came with it. I had resisted till then all
pressure from English and American friends to give gui-
dance. But I could not see my way. Now having addressed
that appeal, I must follow up the reactions to it. A large
amount of correspondence is pouring in upon me. Save
for one angry telegram, I had nothing but friendly criticism
from Englishmen and even appreciation from some.

I was grateful to H! E. the Viceroy for forwarding my
offer to His Majesty's Government. The correspondence
with regard to it the readers have already seen or will see
in this issue*. Though no better response to the appeal was
to be expected, I cannot help saying that it was the know-
ledge of the determination to carry the war to a victorious
end that had prompted my appeal. No doubt the determina-
tion is natural and worthy of the best British tradition.
Nevertheless the awful slaughter that the determination in-
volves, should induce a search for a better and braver way
to achieve fee end. For peace has its victories more glorious

?See Chapter 118.